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“CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD”

“As the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members

is Christ; for by one spiwit are we all baptized into one
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Fathey
* _“After the way which they [many] call heresy, so worship I the God of m

If so, then “I have
Eph. 4:4-6; Acts 24:14; Gal. 4:16; I Cor. 4:10.

“dAm I become your enemy,

Christ’s sake.’—I

THAT during the Gospel Age God has

been selecting a Church is admitted by
all Christians éxcept Universalists; and
that all thus seclected constitute the one
Church, and that a membership in that
one Church can be secured omly during
the present life—during the Gospel Age
—are also generally admitted to be the
teachings of the Bible.

And many will admit, also, that our
present union with ‘Christ’s Body, the
Church, though precious, is but a pro-
bationary membership, which will be con-
firmed and made everlasting only by in-
troduction into full membership in the
Church triumphant, at the close of the
presentlife.—~John 15:3,6; Phil, 3 :12-16,

But, while we and other Christians
agree that the Church triumphant is to
be one Church, and not many churches,
there are parts and bearings of the sub-
ject regarding 'which all are not agreed.

We hold that the conditions of the
present trial, of all accepted as proba-
tionary members of the Heavenly Chiurch,
are very:-severe and exacting, and that
ion is consequently much small-
ristian people generally sup-

only a Little Flock is now
being C{Luke 1279820y ' M ALY sup-
pose t he object of our God in call-
ing the:“Church and promising  -this

class high exaltation 'was merely to save
tlem from everlasting torment.

We c¢laim, and find and produce abun-
dant Secripture proof of it, that God’s
cbject in this selection, training, disci-
pline and final exaltation of the Church,
is for the ultimate purpose of Ulessing,
through them, all His fallen, sin-stricken
creatures (human and angelic), by grant-
ing to all a full, perfect judgment, or
trial, under most favorable conditions,
of 'which perfect knowledge and suffi-
cient help will be the chief elements of
favor. -Thus seen, the Church is being
selected for the great work to be accom-
plished during the Millennial Age, of re-
storing “whosoever will” of the fallen
ones o their former estate, and of con-
signing the wilfully vnholy to the Second
Death—everlasting punishment—ever-
lasting destruction.-—Jude 12; 2 Thess.
1:9; 2 Pet. 2:12; Acts 3:23,

Sectarianism Evidences Carnality.

There is only one Church now, as there
will be but one Church in glory. Our
Lord and the Apostles never recognized
any but one Church on earth; so far
from establishing many, or recogniz-
ing many, they denounced all efforts
to separate into different parties and un-
der diffevent mames, as schismatic, sec-
tarian, and -contrary to '‘God’s will, as
injuricas, and as an evidence of car-
nality in all who consented to or aided
such divisions of the probationary
“Zhurch.

St. Paul’s able and pointed reasoning
upon this subject is partially obscured
by the common translation, yet even
there, when attention is called to it, the
trend of the Apostle’s reasoning is clear-
ly discerned; much more so in that valu-
able and generally very faithful trans-
lation, the Emphatic Diaglott. He ex-
horts that those teachers who favor
divisions in the flock of Christ, contrary
tc the doctrines of our ILord Jesus, be
“watched,” and avoided ; because they are
not following the Lord’s will, but their
own. And, he adds, by kind and compli-
mentary words they mislead the unsus-
picious. -~ (Rom. 16:17, 18) He re-
proved the Corinthian Church because
of a tendency toward sectarianism among
“them, (1 Cor. 1:10-13; 3:3-6.) They
N >
; BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON.

{ A postal request will secure a free
y copy of this paper in which this in-
y, teresting subject is treated in a
4 manner sure to satisfy. AddressI. B.
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-er wrong—of -a selfish, party spirit.

‘the Body of Christ.

-contradictory diversities of faith,

1 Timormy 3:15

bodx.

because I tell you the truth?”’
Cor. 12:12, 13;

were dividing into Paulites, Apollosites
and Peterites, while a few rightly clung
to the name Christian.

“ls Christ Divided?”

While the taking of different mnames
was wrong, it was an evidence of a dee&)-
t
was an evidence, so points out the Apos-
tle, that those Corinthians who took the
party names had never properly recog-
nized the oneness of the Body of Christ;
that they did not really appreciate that
Christ is the only IHead, Leader and
Standard ; and that His is the only name

of that one bodw, being many, are one body, so also
*O* * “There is one Y3

by which His followers should recognize..

themselves and each other. ‘Where scof-
fers apply a name in derision, it is not
the fault of the faithful: but the true,
Icyal soldiers of the Cross should never
own or recognize such a name.
Instances of names so originating are
“Methodist” and “Baptist,” both of
which were given in derision, but were
afterward adopted as party mnames, rep-
resenting sects, factions or divisions in

are not only sent by Christ, but receive
their instructions from Him and any man
Witoablelnpis o, pul TS uwi \)‘i’}?(‘l"

other. name upon all or any portion of

the.Church is an opponent, an adversary, |

to the true and only Lord and Ilead of
the Church. He is a mis-leader and an

motives may be.

The Apostle, upbraiding the Corin-
thians and seeking to show them their
error in owning any other teacher be-
sides Christ to be their Head and Stand-
ard and Leader, asks, “Has Christ been
divided?” Are there several seeds of
Abraham now, each an heir of a prom-
ise? Is this the reason you countenance
divisions into different parties? Or is
it because one of these leaders—DPaul,
Apollos or Peter-—has specially favored
you and put you under obligation to him,
that you requite him by calling your-
selves his servants and followers, bearing
his name? Was Paul crucified for you?
or were you baptized in his name?

Nay, nay, dearly beloved; One, and
only One, deserves all the honor of the
Church, both now and forever, and that
One is her true Lord and Master; and
His name only should she own in any
manner. He leads; He teaches; He
feeds; and the wvarious human agents
used by Him, as channels for His bless-
ings to His espcused, should neither take
'His place in her heart nor share His
honor before the world. We may, how-
ever, and should, honor His servants “for
their works’ sake,” and count those who
serve well as worthy of double honor;
but we must always ‘“hold the Head,”
and render Him supreme reverence and
ohedience. (1 Thess, 5:13; 1 Tim. 5:17;
Col, 2:19.) Our esteem for others should
be “in the Lord.” .

For a long time Christians recognized
this true principle, that there is but one
Body, or Church, on earth, even as there
will be but one in glory. And, following
this idea, each sect c'aimed to be that
one, the only true Church, and perse-
cuted others. But by and by each began
to see in the other certain good features
of doctrine and practise, and gradually
their ideas changed,
claim boldly, and in opposition to the
Word of our Lord and of the Apostles,
that sects are a decided advantage: that
the human mind is so constituted that a
common faith, which St. Paul urges upon
the Church, is an impossibility ; and that
the various sects of to-day, with their
are
human

necessary accommodations to

prejudices and imbecility:
A Union in Name Only.

Yet, still clinging to -the idea that
somehow there should be butone Church,
they are anxious to reunite all the larger

until to-day they.

All true teachers -

body, and ome spirit; even
y of all.”
fathers.” *

ecome a fool for

ERaRES

sects so' as to malke (nominally) one
Church, while each sect therein may re-
tain its own special features' of faith or
disbelief as at present. All in such a
union (of which the Evangelical Alli-
ance was a beginning—advanced a stage,
now, in this country, by the organization
of 'the “Federation Council of the
Churches of Christ of America,” repre-
senting thirty different denominations)
merely agree to disagree, live and let live,
and to recognize each otlier in this gen-
eral way, because of an increased influ-
ence, power and protection which the
association will bring to each, and be-
cause it would detract from the influence
of other sects not so associated, and thus
hinder independence of thought. This
would serve to fix and establish an “or-
thodox” boundary line, inside of which
there would be bounds to individual lib-
erty, and yet a measure of freedom, a
permission to have a preference among
the forms and doctrines of these asso-
ciated sects, and still permit them to be
recognized as “orthodox.”

But, even when fully consummated,

ithis could be no more than a union in

name, with the same divisions and dif-
erences In’ rTact——one ¢hurch nominhaily;
but many sects really. ‘

The first danger against which the

éApostle warned the Church was sectari-

e 4 1 ‘anism; and he was evidently heeded at
evil-doer, no matter what his claims or i the time at least, for no great sects of

"Paulites or Apollosites developed,

But,

ras usual, the great KEnemy, thwarted in

one direction, moved to the opposite ex-
treme, and attempted to insist upon a
oneness very different from what our
Lord or the Apostles ever taught. This
attempt was to have every recognized
member of the Church think exactly alike
on every minutia of Christian doctrine.
This attempt finally developed into Pa-
pacy, where every matter of doctrine was
decided by the popes and councils; and
every man who desired to be considered a
church member was obliged to accept such
decisions fully, and to profess that such
were his belief, his faith; whereas they
were not his in any sense, but that of
adoption. They were generally either
blindly received or hypocritically pro-
fessed with mental reservations.

Scriptures
Heart and Mind.

This was not at all the oneness urged
by St. Paul. He urged a oneness of
heart and mind, and mot a thoughtless,
heartless or hypocritical profession. He
urged a oneness such as naturally results
from the proper exercise of the liberty
which we have in Christ—to search and
believe the Scriptures, and to grow in
grace and in knowledge, every man being
thus fully persuaded in his own mind,
and firmly rooted and grounded in the
one faith, as set forth in the Secriptures.
The oneness of faith which St. Paul
urged was not that elaborate faith which
touches and embraces all subjects, Heav-

enly and earthly, Divine and human, Te~

vealed and unrevealed. Quite the con-
trary: St. Paul’s letters, weighty with
logical reasoning, do not even mention the
subjects upon which sectarians most in-
sist, and which are by them generally
made tests of fellowship.

St. Paul said nothing about an ever-
lasting torture of sinners; he said nothing
‘whatever about a mysterious *“trinity.”
in which three Gods are incomprehensibly
one God and at the same time three
Gods; he said mot a word about man
being of a nature such as could not die
but must live everlastingly, in a place of
either pleasure or woe: he said mothirg,
either, about the present life ending all
trial for all classes; and he entered into
no entangling discussion about the bread
and wine used in commemoration of the
Tord’s death—as to transubstantiation
or consubstantiation: yet it can easily

Urge Only Oneness of.

be discerned that he was not in harmony
with any of these errors.
The Real ‘“Faith Once Delivered.”

Notice particularly, however, that
without so much as mentioning a single
one of these seetarian tests of fellowship
St. Paul declares—“I have mot shunne
to declare unto you the whole counsel of
God.” (Acts 20:27.) TFrom this it is
very evident that none of these points,
which are to-day regarded as the very
essence and substance of Christian doe-
trine and as the proper tests of faith,
is the one faith, or in any sense or de-
gree part of ‘“the faith once delivered
unto the saints.”—Jude 3.

The one faith, which all should hold,
was a very simple one; one so simple
that all, the learned and the unlearned
alike, could grasp it and comprehend it,
and be “fully persuaded in their own
minds’’ concerning it. It was not a dose
of incongruous mysteries, inconsistent
with themselves and inharmonious with
reason as well as with the Bible, to be
swallowed by the ignorant with credulity
and by the learned with hypocritical
mental reservations: but it was so sim-
ple, so clear, so reasonable, that any and
every honest follower of Christ could be
fully persuaded in his own wmind regard-
ing its truth.

What is this one faith? The basis of
it is stated by St. Paul thus: “I de-
livered unto you first of all, that which I
also received {first of all—as a founda-
tion truth or doctrine, upon and in har-
mony with which all other doctrines must
be built]l, how that Christ died for our .
sins, according to the Scriptures; and

B3 » WV R IO , Foe - ’ 1 -2l b s et
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again the third day, according to the
Scriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:3,4.) “There
is one God and one Mediator between -
‘God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,
who gave Himself a Ransom for all, to
be testified in due time.—1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

This, in a word, confesses sin and utter
helplessness; it acknowledges God’s lov-
ing Plan for our redemption; it owns
that our Lord’s death was our Ransom-
price; and that forgiveness (justifica-
tion), and reconciliation to God, and the
restitution of believers, come as a result
of feith in this Redeemer, when in due
time that Plan is made known to all.

These brief statements contain the
whole ‘Gospel, in the same sense that an
acorn contains an oak tree. Withowt this
Gospel kernel, the true Gospel can never
be possessed; hence this must be insisted
upon as a test of Christian fellowship.
This must be received, else the Gospel is
not received., When it is received, the
Gospel is received. Then a work of
growth begins—a development of this
Gospel. It may vary in rapidity  of
growth according to temperament and
surroundings. ‘An acorn can develop into
a sprout, a sapling, a sturdy oak success-
ively, but the nature-of the seed will
appertain to it in every stage of its de-
velopment. So is faith-——the true faith;
it must begin with the one kind of seed-
faith in all, no matter what stage of de-
velopment each may attain. This one
Gospel acknowledges man’s fall and sin-
fulness, and God’s mercy and love mani-
fested through Christ’s great work of re-
demption, forgiveness and final restora-
tion of all the willing and obedient, but
of no others. All theories, and they are
many, which omit any of these items are
spurious.

Some deny God’'s love in the matter,
and claim that all the love was Christ’s
and that He interposed and thwarted the
Father’s original Plan: but those of the
one faith are guided by our Lord’s own
testimony, that God so loved the world
that He devised the Plan as it is being
carried forward, and sent His Only Be-
gotten Son to do what He has done and
is yet to do for the world. (John 3:16,

T.) 'Others deny that any redemption
was accomplished by the death of our
Lord Jesus, deny that His life was sub-
stituted as a corresponding price, or
“Ransom, for all,” and claim. that the
Father does q¢ll by simply pardoning the
sinners. But again the one faith is clear-
1y pointed out by the words of St. Paul
—*“There is one Medictor between God
and men, the Man :Christ Jesus, who gave
himself a Ransom [corresponding price]
ifor all.”>—1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

(Continued on 2d page, 1st column.)
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“CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD”.

‘When received into honest hearts, this
simple Gospel, the true Gospel, will grad-
ually open up and spread its Toots of
reason and its branches of hope in every
direction. The heart thus feeding upon
the promises of ‘God, is built up as He
designed, and grasps, as it progresses,
the “one baptism” and every other fea-
ture of the Gospel in its fulness.

God’s Test vs. Man’s Test.

Note the difference between this, God’s
test, on the simple first principles of the
iGospel, and the wrong course of men who
attempt to enforce upon all an entire sys-
tem of faith (and that when they are the
merest babes in Christ), so fettering
them, then, that their growth is hindered,
To ask babes in Christ to assent to thirty
or forty articles of faith arranged by fel-
lowmen, and to agree to take those as
the infallible Truth, and to promise never
to believe either more or less than they
contain, is like selecting in an orchard
one gnarled and crooked tree, as a stand-
ard, and requiring all the other trees to
be padded out to make them look as thick
and as gnarled as the sample, and to be
bound with iron bands that they might
never grow larger or straighter.

This true Gospel, this simple faith,
easily understood and confessed by the
weakest babe in Christ, must also be, and
always, and equally, the faith of the most
developed sons of God. 1'lis one faith
(and not the endless ramifications and
details of faith which lead out from it)
St. Paul placed as a standard, or test,
of all claiming the name Christian. All
the consecrated who agreed on this one
standard, or foundation truth, St. Paul
counted as in and of the one Church.
While each member was to grow in grace,
knowledge and love, there would always
be harmony. and oneness in the faith and
fellowship of the Church, if all growth

——Awere kept in line-and larmony with-this

foundation truth.

Here was a perfect basis of union,
which allowed for all the vavious stages
of individual development in the Truth,
and which most effectually guarded
against errors. For if this simple creed
were today made the standard by which
all doctrines should be tested, it would
speedily lead to the discarding of every
error and to the true union of the Church
in the “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”

The endeavor to compel all men to
think alike on all subjects culminated in
the great apostasy and the development
of the great Papal system:; and thereby
the “Gospel,” the “one faith,” which St.
Paul and the other Apostles set forth,
was lost—Dburied under the mass of un-
ingpired decrees of popes and councils.
The wunion of the early Church, based
upon the simple Gospel and bound only
by love, gave place to the bondage of the
Church of Rome—a, slavery of God’s chil-
dren, from the degradation of ‘which mul-
titudes are still weak and suffering.

The Reformation movement of the six-
teenth century came as an effort to re-
gain liberty of conscience; but, deluded
by the idea of an elaborate creed, insisted
upor for so many centuries, the reformers
and their followers formed other systems
of bondage very similar to that of Papacy,
though slight modifications gave liberty
to fuller ideas on some subjects. And so
it has been ever since. Kach new reform
movement has made the failure of at-
tempting to make a creed just large
enough for its prime movers.

A “Church Trust’” Undesirable,

But ‘while divisions in the Church of
Christ are very wrong, and very contrary
to the will and Word of our Lord, they
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are better far than a wnion in bondage
under Papacy’s system, creed, ete. In-
stead, therefore, of attempting to get all
the sects to combine in a sort of “Church
Trust,” an image, or Ilikeness, of the
Papal system of oneness (though on a
higher plane), to regulate aund vrestrict
further investigation and further growth,
we need to do the very opposite—to abol-
ish all sects and all elaborate creeds and
contessions of faith. Instead of being
further bound (by such a Church Trust
Union—or wheel within a wheel, double
imprisonment), all bondage should be set
aside, except the simple tests first im-
posed in the one faith once delivered to
the saints; and all party, sectarian names,
should be repudiated, and the name of
Christ should be the only name borne by
His Church.

Such a breaking down of sectarian
fences would leave the true children of
‘God willing to accept the original and
simple test—*“all one in Christ Jesus”;
and this is what is needed. It would de-
stroy sectarian pride, which so often
counterfeits true Christian zeal and love,
but it would tend to develop the Truth,
and thereby to develop the real zeal for
the Truth which our Lord desires in His
followers, The term Church of Christ
‘would no longer mean to any “our denom-
ination’;” -but ‘when they would sing:

“I lovesThy Church, O God:
Her walls before Thee stand ; -

Dear as the apple of Thine eye,
And graven on Thy hand”

i
they would think, instead, of the
true and only Church.

Heads and Hearts Would Be Joined.

Under such conditions, Tecognizing the
true and only test, as above quoted from
St. Paul, those who formerly championed
opposite sides of the various questions of
doctrine would join heads and hearts in
carefully weighing the various statements
of the Scriptures; and, truly seeking the
Divine Plan, they would ere long, as
promised, be guided “into all Truth.”

They would join hearts and hands as
Christians, and while their heads might
not at once agree on certain points, it
would be a question of only a short time;
for the unbiased study of God’s Plan,
with no sectarian theory and ovganiza-
tion to uphold, would bring the heads of
all into union and general harmony, even
though, as at first, the growth of faith-
roots and faith-branches might vary. All
would ‘believe the “same things,” even if
some could see and believe more elab-
orately than others.—Phil. 3:15, 16.

one,

= TPhis - freedem, and - yet harntoty ~and

union, which is the result of a full accept-
ance of God's will and Word, will not be
attained in the present Age except Dby
the few, the *“overcomers.” Others, the
Scriptures show, will continue in sec-
tarian bondage, and even increase their
bondage-union by a Church Trust or
“Confederacy’” (Isa. 8:12), until, in the
close of this Time of Trouble, all this is
corrected by the fall of sectarian systems
as well as of present political govern-
ments.—Dan, 12:1: Rev. 18:2-5,

In the mext Age, during the world’s
trial, such great deceiving systems wwill
not be permitted; but now they are per-
mitted in order to accomplish the testing
and manifesting of the “overcomers.”

Downfall of Sectarianism Essential.

And mow the breaking up of these
numerous sects, so that each individual
will be free, is essential to a fuller
growth in grace, knowledge and love than
is at present possible. This bresving up
of sectarianism, now regarded as a ca-
lamity, will by and by be recognized as
truly the greatest of all religious refor-
mations. The signs of the times indicate
that such a reformation is impending,
and the Secriptures declare it. A little
more light, a little more knowledge, and
these sectarian shackles' upon the indi-
vidual conscience will fall. Then what-
ever union shall exist will be upon right
principles—a union of learts and prin-
ciples and mnot merely a heterogeneous
confederacy. TRecognizing each other’s
personal liberties, each disciple of Christ,
will be bound to the other by his love of
the Lord and of His Word alone; and
others will be separated.

Sectarianism has woefully distorted
that beautiful figure of Christian union
given by our Lord, recorded in John
15:1-6. To fit it to sectarianism, and to
make their error in -this appear to be
supported by God’s Word, it is claimed
that the “vine” is the ‘whole ‘Church, and
that the various denominations of “Chris-
tendom” are the branches. But that the
Lord’s words ‘will bear no such construe-
tion must be evident to any one who
will give the passage candid considera-
tion, The branches are the individuals,
and “any branch” is defined by our
Lord’s own words to be “any man.” Let
this, our Lord’s illustration of the proper
union of all the branches in One Vine,
counected and nourished by the same sap,
from the same roots, teach us of true
union and personal freedom in the Body
of Christ. ’

A Blessing Would Follow.

Suppose that the salaries and “liv-
ings” of all ministers, bishops, priests,
ete.,, were cut off, all churches, chapels
and cathedrals destroyed, all theological

_scmtnaries broken up, and their profes-

sors turned to other pursuits, all religious
guilds and societies disbanded, including
all sectarian organizations—what would
be the effect?

Who can doubt that it would be a real
blessing under the disguise of a great
and terrible catastrophe? The effect
would be to bring ¢rue Christians to-
gether as the family of God, and not as
sectarian bands; to study ‘God’s Word,
and not human traditions and creeds
formulated in the Dark Ages. Very soon,
unhindered, God’s Word would he heard
by all truly His; and one Lord, one
Faith and one Baptism would soon be
the result, while the worldly mass would
speedily drift apart, and the true dis-
tinction between the Church and the
world would be discernible. The Scrip-
tures seem to indicate that very much of
this sort of destruction- of present sys-
tems must take place before all the
“wheat,” the true Church, will be sepa-
rated from the “tares,” the mere pro-
fessors, Party spirit and love of sect are
so strong that, apparently, nothing short
of a complete wreck of all the sects will
suffice to set free God’s children now
bound and blindfolded in and by them.

This catastrophe—sectarian destruc-
tion, the fall of Babylon—is what is re-
ferred to in the Book of Revelation under
the symbol of the seven last plagues.
(Rev, 15:1-8.) The pain from these will
consist largely of mental chagrin, the
disappointment of sectarian hopes and
plans, and the wounding of sectarian
pride. When the Master said, “Watch
ye, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things coming upon the
world,” he included the pain of these
plagues, as well as other annoyances to
which the world will be subject because
of ignorance of the real Plan of God.
It is of escape from these plagues that
the Revelator (our Lord—Rev. 1:1)
speaks to us, saying, “Come out of her,
My people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.”’—Rev. 18:4.

Three Views of the Church.

A dear brother sent us the following
clipping, with the remark, “Two views
well stated. Please give us the third and
true one’: )

“There are two conceptions of the
‘Church, which, for convenience, I shall
designate as the Protestant and the Cath-
olic conceptions. The Protestant idea of
the Chureh is that it is a voluntary asso-
ciation of believers in ‘Christ; that those
'who think alike upon religious subjects
join together in a society and choose their
pastor, who derives his commission and
his authority from them. Consequently
they are at liberty to prescribe what he
shall and shall not teach, or to unmake
their church and make another, precisely
as the ‘members of a club or of a political
party have a right to withdraw and
form a new organization, The Protestant
thieory of the Chureh is that of an aggve-
gation of individuals, ‘who can rearrange
themselves at will, and thus create new
clhurcheg .at every rearrangement.’
(IFZawer.)  The Catholic theory, on the
other lhand, is that it is an organization
which God Almighty has founded once
for all, to last to the end of time, and
into which Ie invites men: it is Ilis
family, His household, His Kingdom, Fis
city. Its officers are commissioned by
Him and hold their authority as teachers
only from Him. In a word, the Catholic
‘Church is not a democracy, but an em-
pire; not a republic, but a kingdom. As
sueh, it comes to man with Divine au-
thority ; its officers are under oath to the
Eternal King, and they are to minister
to man in His name, and for Him.”—The
Living Church.

In presenting the true view of the
Church, we labor under the disadvantage
that for fifteen lundred years people
have been taught one or the other of the
above views, or combinations of both,
while the #rue idea has been generally
lost sight of since the second century.
The true view, as we conceive if, is as
follows : .

God’s Church, when completed and
organized, will be all that is given above
as the Catholic or IEpiscopal view, But
it is not yct completed, and hence not
yet organized. When organized, it will
be clothed with power, and will be, “not
a democracy, but an Empire; not a re-

- public, but a Kingdom. As such it [will]

come to man [the world—during the Mil-
lennium] with Divine authority [and
with power to back up that authority].
Its officers are [then to be] under oath
to the Eternal King, and they are to
minister to man in Ilis name, and for
Him.” All this, it is to be noted, fits
exactly to the coming rcign of tle
Church, when it shall “bless all the fam-
ilies of the earth”; but it does not fit at
all to the present state or condition.
There is no organization today clothed
with such Divine authority imperiously
to command mankind. There is no or-
ganization doing this today; though we
are well aware that many of them in
theory claim that they ought to be per-
mitted to do so; and many more would
like to do so.

This was the fatal mistake into which
the Church began to fall in the second
century; and the effort to realize this
‘false conception culminated in the boast-
ful, imperious counterfeiting of the
coming Kingdom in Papacy, which for

centuries sought to dominate the world,
by claimed “Divine authority.”” This idea
has more or less pervaded and poisoned
the ideas of all the Protestant “clergy”
as well; who, copying Papacy’s false
ideas of the Church, claim also that the
Church of Christ is now organized,
theugh they make less boastful claims to
“Divine authority,” to teach .and rule
mankind in general, than does Papacy.

God’s Church is not yet organized. On
the contrary, the Gospel Age has been
the time for celling out and testing the
velunteers willing to sacrifice and suffer
'with their ILord now, and thus prove
themselves worthy (Rev. 3:4, 5, 21; 2
Tim, 2:11, 12; Rom. 8:17) to be recog-
nized as joint-leirs in His Kingdom at
the close of the Gospel Age, when He
shall “set up,” or organize, His Kingdom
in power and great glory, to bless and
rule the world with “Divine authority.”

In the meantime, these unorganized
but merely called out ones, who are seek-
ing to make their calling and election
sure, that they may obtain a share in
the Kingdom (2. Peter 1:10: 2 Cor.
5:9), are “a voluntary association of be-
lievers,” drawn together for mutual as-
sistance in seeking to know and to do the
Master’s will, that they may be ac-
counted worthy the honors and glovies
prpr_nised, and not now to rule men by
Divine authority; for they have as yet
no sgch authority. In this “voluntary
association” of the consecrated, there is
no imperial authority of one over an-
other; and no lording over God’s heritage
should be permitted; for the one and
only Lord has left the -instruction, “Be
not ye called Rabbi; for one is your
Master, even Christ, and all ye are breth-
ren.’—Matt. 23 :8,

Instead of the kingly and lordly rule
prevailing in the customs of the world,
the Master gave all another and an op-
posite rule, saying, “Ye know that they
which are accounted to rule over the
Gel}tiles exercise lordship over them; and
their great ones exercise authority upon
them. But so shall it not be among you;
but whosoever will be great among you,
shall be your minister [literally, serv-
ant] ; and whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all [or great-
est servant]; for even the Son of Man
came not to be ministered unto [to be
served], but to minister [to serve], and
to give His life a Ransom for many.”—
Mark 10:42-45,

The Lord was ‘Chief Servant; and
those among the Apostles who served the
Church at greatest cost to themselves—
Paul, Peter, John and James—are es-
teemed, by those who have the Spirit of

the Truth, in proportion t6 tHeti§ervice,

and not in proportion to their titles, theiy
priestly vestments, or their praise among
men, ete., of which they had none.

The Church, or company of believers,
probationers for coming glory, in its
“voluntary association,” was indeed to
recognize ‘“teachers” “helps,” “apostles.”
ete,, but not to make them. If they rec-
ognize a man “mighty in the Secriptures,”
“apt to teach,” able to make clear the
Divine Plan, and specially qualified to
build them wup in the most holy faith,
they gladly acknowledge God’s favor in.
raising up among them such a servant
of all to_assist them in the understand-
ing of His Word. But they should be
careful always, even swhile rejoicing in
and thanking God for such a servant. to
require a “thus saith the Lord” for every
poir;t of doctrine, and to search the
Scriptures daily to see whether these
things be so—whether the deductions
and arguments of the teacher agree with
the whole testimony of God’s Pian,

Thus the Lord is the Teacher of His
followers, sending, now and again, of
their own number, certain ones to eall
atteption to truths being overlooked, or
to" injurious. eérrors being entertained.
The “meek” among the probationers will
hear the Master’s voice by whomsoever
He speaks’; and these will be guided into
the Truth, and prepared in due time for
organization as His Kingdom. ‘“The
meek will He teach His way.”—Ps. 25 :9.

Thus seen, both the Catholic and the
Protestant views of the Church are er-
roneous. The Catholic view gets the
future organization applied * to the
present time, and the Protestant view,
though ridding itself of some of Papacy’s
error, carries along enough of it to in-
jure itself; for, instead of admitting all
consecrated believers into a “woluntary
association,” in. which God would Taise
up His own teachers, Protestantism at-
tempts also to orgamize and bind with
creeds and confessions into various sects,
each of which, anxious to perpetuate it-
self and its ideas, selects and makes its
own teachers in its own seminaries,

The True Church,

We avish now to show, from God’s
‘Word, first, what Church our Lord es-
tablished, and what are its bonds of
union; second, that every Christian
should belong to that Church; third, the
injurious effects of joining the wrong
Church; and fourth, having joined the
right Churcl, swhat would be the results
of losing our membership.

First, then, the Church which our
Lord Jesus began to gather during Iis
ministry, and which was recognized by
the Father at PPentecost, after the Ran-
som-price for all was provided, was the
little company of disciples who had con-
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secrated earthly time, talents and life, a
sacrifice to ‘God. Theirs was a ‘“volun-
tary association” for mutual aid; and
this society was under the Laws and
Government of Christ, its Head or rec-
ognized ruling authority. The bonds
were bonds of love and common interest,
Since all were enlisted under the cap-
taincy of Jesus, the hopes and fears,
joys and sorrows and aims of one were
those of the others; and thus they had
a far more perfect union of hearts than
could possibly be had from a union on
the basis of any man-made creed. Thus
their only union was of the Spirit; their
law for the government of each waslove;
and all, as a whole, were put under obe-
dience ‘to the “law of the Spirit,” as it
was expressed in the life, actions and
words of their Lord. Their government
was the will of Him who said, “If ye
love Me, keep My Commandments.”

There are two senses in which the true
Church of Christ may be considered: All
who, like the early Church, are fully con-
secrated to the doing of our Father's
will, amenable only to Christ’s will and
Government, recognizing and obeying
none other—these, the saints, from - the
beginning cf the Gospel Age down to its
close, when all of this class will have
been “sealed”’—constitute

The Church of the First Born.

[whose names are] written in Heaven.
These are all one in aim, hope and suf-
fering, and in due time will be joint-
heirs with Christ Jesus to the great “in-
heritance of the saints in light”—joint-
heirs with Him in the Kingdom which
God has promised to those that love Him.

The other sense, in which this same
class is recognized, is by counting a part
for the whole. Thus all the living of
this class may bhe spoken of as ‘the
Church”; or, again, any part of this
class of living followers who may meet
together may properly be called the
Church; for, wherever two or three are
assembled, the Lord has promised to be
among them. Consequently, that would
be a Church meeting—an assembly of
“the -Church of the First-born.”” The
genergl assembly will be when all the
Church are made like their Head, and
glorified with Him.

Such, then, is our definition of the
Church of Christ. It is perfectly illus-
trated by St. Paul (Rom. 12:4, 5), when
he compares the Church to a human
body. In this figure the head represents
our Lord, and all who are His consti-
tute  the Body, over which the Head
rules. Jesus has been and always will
be the Head over His Church as a whole;
o ded _d¢ha_Head and Ruler of
the en living Church; and in every
assembly where two or three meet in
His name (when His Word is sought
and heeded), He is the Head, Ruler and
Teacher.—Ephesians 1:20-23.

How to Join the True Church.

This brings us to our second proposi-
tion, viz.: that all ‘Christians should be
joined to this_association, or incipient
organization. In the light of what'has
just been said as to the class constitut-
ing the Church which our Lord is call-
ing, it is evident that if you have given
up all your will, talent, time, etc.,, you
are recognized by the Lord as a proba-
tionary member of the Church, of ‘which
e is the Head, and whose names are
written in Heaven. Thus, by consecra-
tion, we join the true Church, and have
our names recorded in Heaven.

But, says one, must I mot join some
organization on -earth, assent to some
creed, and have my name written on
earth? No. ‘Remember that our Lord
is our Pattern and Teacher, and in
neither Fis words nor acts do we find
any authority for binding ourselves with

creeds and traditions of men, all of which,

tend to make the Word of God of none
effect, and bring us under a .bondage
which will hinder our growth in grace
and knowledge, and against which St.
Paul warned us, saying, “Stand fast in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
you free, and be not entangled again
With the yoke of bondage.”—Gal, 5:1.

Another says: “If it is not proper to
unite with any of the present nominal
churches, would it mot be well to form
2 visible association of our own?’ Yes,
this is what we have—a society modeled
after that of the early <Church, We
think we have come back to primitive
simplicity. The Lord Jesus alone is our
Head or Law-giver; Ilis Word is our
rule of faith and practice; the Holy
Spirit is our interpreter and guide into
Truth; our mames are all written 1n
Heaven: and we are bound together by
love and common interest.

Do you inquire, Tow shall we know
one another? We ask, How can we help
knowing one another 'when the Spirit
of our Master is made manifest in word
and act and manner and look? Yes, the
living faith, the unfeigned love, the long-
suffering meekness, the <childlike sim-
plicity, coupled with the constancy and
zeal of maturity, make manifest the sons
of God, and we need no earthly record,
for the names of all such are written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Do the sick need visiting or assistance?
These stand ready with consecrated time.
Does the Lord’s. work require money?
These stand ready -with consecrated
means, Does His work bring upon them
the reproach of the world, and of a de-

generate nominal church? These have
also sacrificed reputation and all to God.

But, again do you inquire, How shall
we deal with one who walks disorderly
in our midst? If we have no organiza-
tien such as we see about us, how_ can
we free ourselves from such, as the Lord
requires us to do? We answer: Do
just as the Scriptures direct,

Now, as in the early ‘Church, there are
various degrees of advancement among
the individual members, and, St. Paul
says (1 Thess. 5:14), some are feeble-
minded, comfort them; some are weak,
support them; but, while you should be
patient toward all, warn the disorderly
(those who are drifting away from the
true spirit of Christ). Don’t mistake
the disorderly for the weak, and com-
fort them, nor for the feeble-minded, and
support them; but patiently, lovingly,
warn the disorderly. Whom does he call
disorderly?. There are many ways of
walking disorderly. In 2 Thess. 3:11,
St. Paul speaks of some who work not
at all, but are busybodies, and says they
should do as he did—work, that they
be not chargeable to any; and if any will
not work, meither should he eat. Thus
he said he did, that he might be an ex-
ample to others: and (verses 14 and 15),
after you have warned such a one, if he
“obey mot, note that man, and
have no company with him, that he
may be ashamed. Yet count him not as
an enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.”” He warns us also against
immoral and unjust persons, and those
who wrest (twist) the Scriptures, and
thus turn the Truth of ‘God into a lie.
And the following citations clearly show
that, in the Apostle’s estimation, doc-
trinal discrders are among the chief.—
9 Thess. 3:6-14; 1 Cor, 5:11; Eph.
5:6-11; Rom. 16:17; 2 John 9-11; Gal
1:8, 9; Tit. 3:10.

Our Lord gives explicit directions
where there is a matter of offense be-
tween two brethren (Matt. 18:15-17) :
“If thy brother shall trespass against
thee, go and tell him his fault between
thee and him alone. If he shall hear
thee, thou hast gained thy brother; but
if he will not hear thee, then take with
thee one or two more, that in the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word
may be established. ~And if he shall

‘meglect to hear them, tell it unto the

1Church [the company of brethren who
assemble together]; but if he neglect. to
hear the Church, let him be unto thee
as an ‘heathen man and a publican.”
If, under the captaincy of our Head, we
heed His commands, which we will do
if we love Him, how few will be the
misanderstandings and difficulties among
the brethren! And if the true brother-
hood in Christ is in any degree realized,
the admonition of the Apostle will be
gladly heeded—“Not forsaking the as-
sembling of yourselves together, and so
much the more, as ye see the Day draw-
ing on.”—Hebrews 10 :25.

No Laying on of Hands Necessary.

And if new converts be properly be-
gotten by the Word of Truth, they will
be far more eager to meet with two or
three possessed of the right spirit and
geeking to understand the Word of the
Lord, than they would be to mingle with
those whose religion consists chiefly of
forms of godliness. And here will be the
opportunity for those who are strong
(in the faith and love of God) to bear
the infirmities of the weak and not to
please themselves merely—in the choice
of subjects, studies, ete.

Should the mnewly enlightened one
know none with whom he can meet per-
sonally and regularly, let him not forget
his privilege of communion with the
Father and the Son in prayer, and with
us by mail; and let him seek for others
of the truth-hungry among his meigh-
bors—*holding forth the Word of life,”
the Truth.

‘This association has its evangelists,
pastors and teachers, appointed and_ di-
tected by the Lord. (1 Cor. 12:28.)
They need no laying on of hands by the
so-called ‘“apostolic succession”: for the
“Qpirit of the Lord hath anointed” all
the members of the Body “to preach,”
ete. (Isa. 61:1), and it is the duty of
every member of the Body to exercise his
office for the edification of the other
members. All the true Church are
priests, an association of priests, and not
an association under the control of a
clerical or priestly class. (1 Pet, 2:9.)
There is one great Bishop or Overseer,
who, from time to time, raises up and
sends His own special messengers to un-
cover truths, overthrow errors, ete.
Luther seems to have been one of these,
and Wesley another, But our Lord re-
tains the Bishopric Himself. (1 Pet.
2:25.) How complete is the voluntary
union of the Church of Christ, with its
Heaven-written. love-bound, Spirit-ruled
membership, and how sad the error of
mistaking - the nominal for the real
Church!

The importance of our fourth proposi-
tion ‘need mot be urged. It would, in-
deed, be a dreadful calamity to lose our
membership in the true Church or Body
of 'Christ. And no member is out of
danger except when keeping a vigilant
watch over the old mature, counted dead,
lest it come -to life again, and assert it-
self in the form of pride, selfishness,
envy, evil-speaking—or what not. But,

filled with love (the love that prompts
to sacrifice), and clothed with humility,
and under cover of the redeeming blood,
we are safe in the Church (the Body),
having the assurance that it is our
Father’s good pleasure to give us the
Kingdom.—Luke 12:32, Oh, how neces-
sary in this “evil day” is the faith

“That bears unmoved theﬁ world’s dark

rown,
Nor heeds its flattering smile;
That seas of trouble cannot drown,
Nor Satan’s arts beguile”!

Dearly beloved, let us again repeat the
warning: “Stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made you free,
and be not again entangled with the yoke
of bondage.”—Galatians 5:1.

Christian Fellowship.

Humanity longs for fellowship; and,
of recent years, the morally inclined have
very generally found this in the mominal
Protestant churches—in their commit-
tees, socials, prayer-meetings, ete. Such
fellowship and such influences have done
much to elevate the tone and moral and
respectable standard of the world; but
such fellowships are seldom worthy of
the name Christian fellowship; because,
not Christ and 'His Word, but worldly
ambitions, pride, dress, show and social
gossip are generally the grounds and sub-
jects of fellowship. Hence, while disap-
proving church organizations as churches,
we do esteem them as the highest order
of worldly diversion. For, although they
are often schools in which pride, envy,
hatred and scandal are cultivated, theses
evils are less gross than the many vices
which flourish outside these schools of
morality.

But however beneficial these social
clubs, called churches, may be to the
world, as tending to tone down murder
to malice and envy, and to moderate
theft to slander—the really consecrated
believer, who has passed from death unto
life, finds in them but little real fellow-
ship, except as he discovers here and
there a kindred spirit, similarly begotten
to mnewness of life—to new motives,
thoughts, words and deeds. Neverthe-
less, custom draws them together, and
the very thought of disturbing that social
union is dreadful, because, poor as it is,
it is all they have.

Then, to many, there comes _the
thought of influence—upon wife or hus-
band or child or sister or brother or
friend. What if their withdrawal and
the admission that their church and all
others are really worldly and unsatisfy-
ing shonld hinder some one from joining
some church, and thus, outwardly at
Jeast, from confessing Christ! What
then? Perhaps next winter their social
club will get up a revival of religion,
and, by dint of an imported revivalist,
and hymns, and prayers, and sermons,
hot with descriptions or inferences of the
everlasting torment awaiting all who do
not join some sect, some might be in-
duced to assume the outward forms of
godliness without the power; and, by
withdrawing, you would be debarred from
helping them in this work. What then?

So much the better, we answer.
we have found that God’s name and char-
acter are dishonored and misrepresented
by every denomination of Christendom,
why should we want our children and
friends to join a society under those dis-
honoring confessions of misbelief? Why
should we want to join in such work—
so contrary to all that our Lord and the
Apostles taught and practised—which
so seriously misrepresents, to the seeker
after God, the real way to find Him, and
which so deceives the penitent as to
what is the real “Church of the Living
iGod”—“whose mnames are written in
Heaven”? Why should not every one
who finds the Truth, or, rather, who is
found by the Truth, in this time of Har-
vest, be glad to use every atom of his
influence for the Truth, and against
those errors which bind so many of God’s
dear saints?

Surely the more conscientious we are
the more we must regret the influence
already given in years past toward error,
to God’s dishonor and to the enslavement
of His children; and the more must be
our anxiety to reverse our influence as
rapidly as possible, in order that our
future influence for the Truth may as
far as possible counteract past influence
given to error. And, if we find the

bonds of sectarianism difficult and pain-
ful to burst, we should the more zealous-
ly seek to spare our children similar
pain. An outward confession of full
congecration to Christ, not lived up to,
and of faith in a creed mnot really be-
lieved, is an injury to whoever makes
.it. Better far teach your children to be
honest with themselves, with others, and
above all with God, than teach them to
stultify themselves by dishomest profes-
sions. It will be to their advantage now,
as well as in the future. See BIBLE
STUDENTS MoONTHLY, Vol. 4, No, 12,
The Value of Fellowship. -

But, still, we shall need fellowship.
And the scarcity of the proper sort in
the nominal churches should lead us
nearer to the Lord, that we may the
more appreciate and value His love, His
Word, His fellowship, and the love and
fellowship of all who are of His true
family and Spirit, Soon you will learn
to appreciate the words of our Master—
as true respecting the worldly church to-
day, as in His day—*Marvel not, if the
world hate you:; ye know that it hated
Me before it hated you”; “for the friend-
ship of the world is enmity against God.”
Thus, separated more and more from the
worldly spirit, you will learn what the
Apostle meant when he said, “Hereby
we know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the breshren.”
Your love for Jesus, our Elder Brother,
will grow more intense, affecting your
every thought, word and deed, and be-
getting a love for all who bear His like-
ness; and this love will not depend upon
wealth, or personal beauty, or social con-
ditions. But only those somewhat grown
in the Spirit and likeness of our Re-
deemer can appreciate such counsel or
such fellowship. Otherslove the worldly
because the love of the Father has not
been developed in them, and because they
do not hate every evil way.

The Church of Christ is neither a sect
nor an aggregation of sects; it 1s one
and indivisible. It is Christ and all who
are united to Him—joined by a living
faith in His redemptive work for them,
and in a full consecration to Him, His
will and His work, even unto death.
This true Church is represented by our
Lord himself under the simile of a Vine,
of which and in which all truly His are,
individually, branches.

Webster’s Dictionary defines the word
“sect” to mean, “A part cut off * * ¥
hence a body of persons who have sep-
arated from others by virtue of some
special doctrine, or set of doctrines,
which they hold in common.”

This description fits all the wvarious

- denominationy of Chegisterdom, - Adl-
arate themselves from other Christians;
all do so by virtue of some doctrine or
set of doctrines which they hold in com-
mon. But the members of the true
Church are each individually united to
Christ, and not to each other. As the
spokes of a wheel are each separately
fastened in the hub, so each member of
the Body of Christ is, in his inner or
spiritual life, bound only to Christ. And
as the tire steadies and gives unity of
operation to the spokes at their extremi-
ties, so love, the bond of perfection, is
the only bond that should be permitted
between those whose wills are buried into
Christ’s.

Our Lord declared that He did not
come to put a patch or amendment upon
Judaism, nor to put the new wine of
His teaching into the old bottles of Juda-
ism. It follows that Christianity is not
a schism, or sect or split off from Juda-
ism. 1t is, on the contrary, a new sys-
tem of religious teaching, introducing a
New Covenant between God and man
by Christ, the Mediator, whose blood
will seal that New Covenant and make
it operative.

The Test of Fellowship.

The only test of fellowship therefore
is—to be @ Christian—one truly united
to Christ by faith and consecration—not
without a real consecration, nor without
the true faith. But the meaning of a
full consecration of thought, word and
deed is readily understood by some who
doubt and question what is the true faith
necessary to the true membership in
Christ—the faith at first delivered unto
the stints by our Lord and His Aposties.
This true faith is that all ‘were sinners,
justly under God’s condemnation to
death through the fall: that Christ Jesus
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our Lord died for our sIiNs according to
the Scriptures, and that He was raised
from the dead by the Father, who thus
gave assurance to all that Christ’s sin-
offering on our behalf was complete and
fully satisfactory, under which those of
Adam’s race who are sick of sin and de-
sirous of harmony with God can be jus-
tified and return to His love, favor and
blessing. (1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Rom. 5:1, 6,
12, 18.) Whoever holds this simple faith
is a believer, a member of “the house-
hold of faith.” Vhoever with this jaith
fully consecrates himself to the Lord’s
service is a baptized believer, a proba-
tionary member of the one, true Chureh,
whose names are written in Heaven, If
he run the Christian race as he has cove-
nanted to do, he will win the Prize, and
be one of the Elect Church in_glory,
granted a place with the Lord in Iis
Throne.—Revelation 3:21,

This is the basis of our hope—the only
foundation—the one which no man ever
could lay, but which God laid for us
(1 Cor. 3:11) ; for, “while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom, 5:8),
the ‘“just for the unjust, that He might
bring’ ns to God” (1 DPet. 3:18.)
Realizing that we are sinners under con-
demnation to death, and that we may
have peace with God and be justified to
life by appropriating to ourselves the
merits of His death, we gladly accept
Him as our JFedeemer. “We have re-
demption through His blood, even tle
forgiveness of sins.” (Bph. 1:7.) This
is justification ; and, being thus justified
by. faith, rve have peace with God. Then,
realizing, Further, that those who are
thus redeemed should mot live the re-
mainder of their lives to themselves and
their own pleasure, but to Iim who
died for them (2 Cor. 5:14, ]p), we con-
secrate ourselves to Ilis serviee.

Built upon this foundation are the.

finor doctrines and those principles
which must be worked out in the life.
Thus we are admonished by the Apostle
(2 Pet. 1:5-8) to add to this_talth va-
rious graces and further attainments—
of virtue, knowledge, temperauce, Da-
tience, godliness, brotherly-kindness and
charity (love).

Christians are a separated eclass—
from the world, from sinners, separate
from all others—in that they accept sal-
vation through the redeeming blood of
Christ. Their sympathy and co-opera-
tion are not of force, doctrinal or other,
but merely of love and common 1nte1;est,
as fellow-pilgrims and fellow-heirs. The
doctrine of the Ransom serves to guard
each one thus in Christ against all pro-
fessing Christ’s name but denying or 1g-
noring this fundamental part of Tis
work. Neither collectively nor individ-
wally should the saints have fyellowslup
with works of darkness.—Iiph, 5:11.

Tt is not remarkable that Satan shiould
seek to divide and separate the sheep,
and to put up fences, such as the denom-
inational creeds prove to be, which
would hinder some of the sheep from
following the Shepherd into greem pas:
tures of fresh and living fl‘ruth. lB}lliz
it.is strange that he should be able to
fetter the %eason of so many, that they
should think it a mark of spirituality to

gay, I am of Luther, a Lutheran: I of
(Calvin or Knox, a ’Presbyterla‘n; I' of
Wesley, a Methodist, and so on. 'The

Apostle Paul, on the contrary, said to
some in his day, who were In danger of
this spirit of sectarianism: While one
aith, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos,
and I of Peter, are ye mot carnal? 1Is it
not in direct opposition to the Spirit of
Christ to think or act thus? “Is Christ
divided?’ Did St. Paul or St. Peter or
Knox or Calvin or Wesley or any one
else than Christ ltlic for your smi,s 3‘1:)%
ou? They, as servants
,(ﬂ}el;lfies? 31}17(1 the Church, ‘should })9 es-
teemed very highly for their works’ sake,
but to name the Bride after any other
than the Bridegroom 18 manifestly im-
proper.—1 Corinthians 1:12, 13.
A Parable of False Sheep-folds.
Picture in your mind a fine, lavrge pas-
ture, surrounded by a strong and high
fence (the Law_of God), which keeps
all the sheep <within, but which recog-
nizes no means of access to that Fold
(justified condition), except C-I_n-lst,.vtlge
Door, faith in whose sacrifice for sin 18
the only way into the fold. All clm_n}}-
ing into the fold by any qt‘her way u]..e
thieves and robbers. This is the I)ilS(_,HI‘(f
provided by the Good Shepherd for Ilis
sheep, for whom e once laid down Iis
life. Into the true Told of Christ (}ulte
a flock of sheep have entered. They be-
long to the true Shepherd; but, as we
the grassy.shope]s, onl;X
heep, a “little flock” indeed, seer
%of%‘g injog‘mg the liberty of the fold—
wherewith Christ hath made
Where are the others? 'L}Vf
see inside the door, on eltier
:;({35’ oafndthe pathway, small .enc]o_sures.
Qver each is written a peculiar D:lﬂ}e—é
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptlst, S'QCL‘OI%-
Adventist, Roman Catholic, Greek atll
olic, Episcopalian, Lutheran, etc. L'?EO k-
ing at these pens we fm(] they. di .er.
Some are built like prisons with iron
frames and bars and chains, others less
strong, and some are.merely marked ou‘t
“dead Tines,” over which the sheep under-

i they must not go.
st l’lr‘llcnlese gens are full of sheep, but they

them free.

‘ are weak, delicate and sickly for lazk of

proper exercise and fresh, nourishing
food. They are regularly fed, but only
upon husks, with occasionally a little
milk, but they eat witliout relish and
get no good from it, Many of them are
Jeaner and poorer than when they first
entered the fold, and some have become
blind. Strange to say, all seem to be
perfectly satisfied, each with his own
pen, and very séldom does one attempt
to escape.

We also noticed that under-shepherds
had been appointed to help to pasture
the sheep, and that they had constructed
these pens, but apparently without the
Clief Shepherd’s permission.

Perplexed to know why the sheep thus
submitted to be penned, we watched to
see how they were induced to enter the
various enclosures. As they entered the
Told through the only door (faith in
Christ), each under-shepherd tried to
impress upon them, as they passed, the
necessity of getting into one of the many
pens, and the desirability of the particu-
lar one le represented. As a conse-
quence, nearly all the sheep which en-
tered .the fold were penned, for they
trusted the under-shepherds and followed
the majority; and only a few passed on
to enjoy all the liberty of the Fold. The
under-shepherds sought continually to
impress upon their sheep that the free
sheep were heretics and en route to de-
struction. '

We watched to see the end of this
matter, for we learned that the Chief
Shepherd was expected by some, and we
knew that His coming would soon dem-
onstrate whether He approved this di-
viding and . imprisoning of IHis flock.
Nearly all the under-shepherds claimed
that e would not come for a long time.

Presently we leard great rejoicing
among the free sheep. We looked, and
fonnd that the Chief Sheplerd had come
quietly, unobservedly (‘“as a thief”), and
was wnow recognized by some of the
sheep; and lience the rejoicing. Some of
those imprisoned hecard the Shepherd’s
voice: they looked and listened, yet could
scarcely believe. It was indeed the voice
of the Shepherd as e tended and or-
dered His flock. IHis true sheep seemed
to hear Ilis voice condemning the pen-

‘ning process, and saying to Iis sheep,

“Come out!” }

Some leaped the fences and thus
gained liberty and food from the Shep-
herd’s hand, while otliers were so weak
and faint for lack of nourishment that
they trembled with anticipation, but did
not come out throngh fear of the under-
shepherds. We noticed, outside _the
fences, that some of the free sheep
brought jood to the bars;, thus mourish-
ing thie weak ones until they were strong
enough to leap the femce. The under-
shepherds, meanwhile, were alert with
redoubled vigilance, and by varying poli-
cies sought to keep control of thewr (7)
flocks. Some denounced and scoffed at
those without, and threatened the sheep
within; otbers redoubled  the customary
exercises—tlie “forms of godliness.”

We waited to see the outcome, and
saw the unfaithful under-shepherds
bound and. beaten with stripes, the
prison-pens all destroyed, and the Fold
nsed as, designed—the flock one; its name
one, and its Head—the ftrue Shepherd
who gave His life for the sheep.

“Come Out of Her, My People.”

In Revelation 18:4-8, we have most
emphatic instructions from our Lord, re-
specting our proper course at the present
time. This advice was not always ap-
plicable; not until Mystic Babylon’s fall
nnder  Divine condemnation,  which
prophecy shows was in A, D. 1878. As
shown in the Scriptures, Babylon, the
mother of abominations, had long mis-
represented . the Truth and the true
Church, which to a large extent was In
her and in her daughter systems (see
ScrrproRe Stupies, Vor. IL., pages 271-
282, Vor. II1I., pages 135-197) ; but her
senfence of rejection was reserved until
the time of “harvest.”

The expression, “Come out of her, My
people,” indicates clearly that some of
God’s true saints have been in Babylon,
and that, up to the time of her fall, Go_d
did not object to their being in the nomi-

nal church systems, and did_not call on .

them to come out. Indeed, the Lord
Himsclf sometimes spoke to and through
Babylon up to the time when, having
knocked at the door, He declared His
presence ; and, being unheeded by the self-
conscious, but really blind and miserable
Laodicea, e spewed her out of His
mouth (to be no longer His mouthpiece)
forever.—Rev, 3:14-22.

But now the judgment of the great
Millennial Day has begun, and its begin-
ning is with the Church—to separate the
true from the false or nominal.

To accomplish this separation, the
Truth—“the Sword of the Sp1r1t’;——
“gharper than any two-edged sword”—
is unsheathed. The conflict now  in
progress between truth and error, light
and darkness, is for the very purpose of
testing, sifting and separating the “chil-
dren of light,” who love the Truth, from
the children of darkness, who love the
orror. As heretofore shown, the Second
Advent of our Lord is in_ this respect
like Mis First Advent and His words,
“Think not that I am come to send peace
on earth; I came not to send peace, but
a sword” (Matthew 10:34), are applica-
ple nmow—until His Church has been

meet as brethren,

gathered and g orified, and His Kingdom
set up in glorioug wuchority.

The expression, ‘““that ye be not par-
takers of her sins, and receive not of her
plagues,” implies that, in this time in
which they are called out, God’s people
will be brought to a clear knowledge of
the Truth; they will see clearly what
constitute Babylon's sins—errors of doc-
trine and of life. And, when so enlight-
ened, those who are God’s people, having
His Spirit, His Tove for vight and truth,
will hate the error and darkness in which
for so long they lhave been. Such will
be ready and anxious to know their duty
toward the mominal church. ™The effect
of the light of Truth upon their hearts
will be such that they will instinctively
feel and ask tlemselves, “What cowm-
munion hath Light with darkness?’ and
they will look to the T.ord to indicate to
tliem His wisdom and will. To such the
Lord answers, through His Word, “Come
out of lier, My people.”

The expression, “that ye be not par-
takers of ler sins,” is also in the nature
of a reminder, as well as a threat. It is
a reminder that, when in ignorance of
the Truth, they had no responsibility for
the errors and the wrong course of Baby-
lon, mother and dauglhters; but that
now, since tlhey see those errors—those
sins—they are respounsible; and that if
now they stay in these systems they, by
intelligently assenting, are as responsible
as those wlho formulated those errors, or
more so, and will surely and justly par-
take of the consequences.,

But, for various reasons, some seem
anxious to excnse themselves, and to stay
in Babylon, Such indicate that they
lack the proper spirit of the Truth, or
else that they have not yet digested a
sufliciency of the “meat in due season”
to give them the necessary perception of
“her sins,” which in the Lord’s estima-
tion are “piled up to heaveun.” Another
confusing thing 1is that some of the
daughters of the Roman Mother have put
away many of the mother’s outward
marks and forms, while retaining much
of her spirit and doctrines.

I'er instance, Baptists, Congregation-
alists, Second Adventists, Disciples, and
a few other. denominations,-claim to be
without bondage; claim that the Bible 1s
their creed and that each group or con-
gregation has charge of its own affairs,
and that the meetings in which these in-
dependent congregations of each denom-
ination unite are mevely voluntery asso-
ciations, in whicl denominational super-
vision or bondage f{inds no recognition,
Then, especially with the “Disciples,”
the confession demanded is very simple,
But they mostly mention the doctrines
of the “trinity,” or eternal torment, or
both. And where these are not specified,
they are understood, and if attention Dbe
called’ to these subjects, or to the man-
uner of our Lord’s Second Coming, or to
“the Times of Restitution,” there is al-
ways a strong current of opposition, and,
whether written or unwritten, a,creed
will be found which admits no Biblical
examination or criticism: and, unless
you assent, you must either keep quiet
or get out.

The word “creed” comes from credo,
and means I believe. 1t is entirely proper
that every Christian have for himsell a
creed, a Dbeliecf. And, if a number of
‘Christians come to a unity of faith upon
the lines of the Word of God, their as-
sembling together for fellowship and
communion is both proper and helpful,
as the Bible declares. The general dif-
ficulty is that, when groups of Churistians
they either make a
written or an understood creed which
goes beyond the Word of God and in-
cludes human tradition; or else they ig-
nore all faith and make morality—good
works—the only basis of fellowship. But,
as the mame indicates, Christians are
believers in Christ; and not merely
moralists. While, therefore, a creed is
necessary, and lie who has noue lhas no
belief, and would therefore be an un-
believer, and while in Christian fellow-
ship harmony of faith is mnecessary to
communion, all should see that the fel-
lowship and faith of the early Churel,
under Divine direction, were Dbuilt upon
the first principles of the doctrine of
Christ; and nothing more or less should
be the basis of Christian fellowship here
and now. :

We will suggest a safe way to judge
whether your present associations in the
name of Christ are part of Babylon oy
not, and whether, therefore, yon are one
of those called to *“Come out.” It is
this: TIF there is no meeting of the con-
gregation at which believers can call up
a passage of Scripture for discussion, in
which discussion youn, with others, can
present your views of God’s Word, there
js something wrong. You cannot long
have fellowship there. Your light is
under a bushel, and will go out, unless
you give it more liberty. You must come
out of such condition or your light will
become darkness,

But il there be meetings at which you
have an equal opportunity with others
of calling up any portion of Secripture
and expressing your view of its mean-
ing on a par with others, you may con-
clude that you have found at least some
evidence of Christian liberty: for mno
Christian has the right to refuse to give,
when asked, @ reason for the hope that
is in him, And since the credo, or be-

lief, of each Christian professes to be
built upon God’s Word, it follows that
each should be not only willing but ready
at all times to change his belief for one
more Scriptural, if such can be pointed
out to him, ’

Having found those who follow Berean
methods, rejoice—but. with fear, until
you have tested them further. Do not
abuse their hospitality by attempting te
monopolize the time; be content and
thankful to get your proportion of it.
And, when your choice of a subject
comes up, see (1) that it is wisely
chosen, one that will strengthen, and not
strangle, your hearers, (2) Pray that,
as a minister (servant) of the Truth,
you may be “a workman that mneedeth
not to be ashamed.” (3) Let nothing be .
done through strife, contention or vain-
glorious effort to display yonrself or your
knowledge of the Word: but (4) “speak
the truth in Zove,” while you spéak it
none thie less clearly and forcefully,

So long as you have such opportuni-
ties to hear others and to express your-
self, you may conclude that you. are in
a safe place. As you progress, in hear-
ing from others, and in expressing your-
self to others freely and candidly, - either
you or -they will be likely to come into
harmony with the Spirit of the Truth.
1f your views be Secriptural and theirs
not, they will doubtless come to hate
yon and the Truth, and soon you will
find no fellowship with them.

But in a majority of cases mo such
proving of spirits will be necessary. Gen-
erally yon will find that congregations
have formulated a creed to which each
member is obliged to subscribe—if not
in writing or by voice, at least by silent
assent. In such a case, read. such creed
or confession, and see whether or not
it fairly, frankly and truthfully repre-
sents your faith, ' If it does mnot, you
should lose mo time in repudiating it,
however conscientiously ignorant of it
you may have been for years past. Now

you know, and now if you remain, intel-
ligently, you belie yourself, and thus
prove yourself mot a lover of the Truth
and a pleaser of God, but a lover of
error and a pleaser of men. .

It does not matter at all that you may
have told the minister and some or all
of the elders of the church of your disa- -
greement and disbelief. They have no
authority with God or men to absolve
you from your public confession. If,
fﬁor instance, you are a Presbyterian, it
is not the minister, nor the Session, nor
the local congregation merely that pou
have joined, but, as well, the entire body
of Presbyterians, everywhere. - ‘And so
long as you are professedly a member,
you are obligated in your Dbelief and con-
duct to them all. And before the whole
world you stand numbered as one of
them, and as a partner in all that is pro-
fessed by them all in common, If you
do mnot believe as they do, it is yonr duty
to them all, and to the world, to with-
d'ra,w, and thus set yourself and others
right before all. If by the Lord’s mercy
you are one of the few who have passed
from darkness into His marvelous light,
you will now feel ashamed of the doc-
trines you once delighted to confess, and
will delight to reduce by one the num-
ber of errorists, and to add one to the
number of the despised “little flock’-—
“disowned, indeed, of men, but owned
and loved” and cherished of God.

As you did not join the minister or
Session merely, but the congregation and
the entire denomination, your dissolu-
tion of your membership should, if pos-
sible, be as public as was your joining.
In reply to many inquiries, we have pre-
pared a letter of withdrawal which such
as desirve are at liberty to use. If possible,
it should be 7ead aloud at some general
congregational meeting, at which general
speaking, remarks, etc., are -in order—
sueh as a prayer-meeting. After being
read, it should be handed to the leader
of the meeting as the representative of
the congregation and officers. If by
reason of sickness or from any other
cause thig course he uot possible, we ad-
vise that a copy of the letter be sent
to each member of the congregation, that
there be no room for misunderstanding
or misrepresentation. We will gladly
supply copies of this letter, typewritten,
togethier with envelepes, and literature to
accompany same—jree, upon being ad-
vised of number necessary. Order sample,
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